HAVERING SIXTH FORM COLLEGE

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE
STUDENT COMMITTEE
held on Wednesday, 4th February 2009 at 4.30 p.m.

Present:	Jacqui Clare, Keith Darvill, Rachel Green, Claire Griffin, Cedric Hendricks, 
Ayeman Khan, Brian Martin, Paul Wakeling   

Apologies:			Geoff Starns 

In attendance:		Mary Adesunloro	Student
				Oribi Davies		Student
Chloe Edmunds	Student
				Tola Ibiyode		Student
				David Andrews	Assistant Principal, Planning and Performance
				John Davis		Assistant Principal, Student Support
Paul Nutter		Assistant Principal, Curriculum
David Beesley		Student Liaison Officer
Roger Hawkins		Clerk to the Corporation			
				Cathy Horne		Assistant Clerk

In the Chair:			Cedric Hendricks

	SC/09/01
	Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest.

	

	SC/09/02
	Minutes of the meeting held on 24th November 2008
The minutes were approved.

	



	SC/09/03
	Matters Arising

SC/09/29 - The Assistant Principal, Student Support, advised that an experiment involving groups using the room at the back of the library would take place after half-term.

SC/09/30 – The Assistant Principal, Curriculum, reported that students were now attending course team meetings in all departments. 

SC/09/32 – The Assistant Principal, Student Support, informed Members that the 51 pages of qualitative comments from the survey had been received in alphabetical order.  The common themes would be summarised and reported at the next Committee.

SC/08/33 – The Committee noted that the counselling service had been increased by two hours to meet demand.  

	



	4.40 pm Keith Darvill and Jacqui Clare joined the meeting.

	SC/09/04
	Student Report: College Council
Paper:  Minutes of the College Council held on 2nd December 2008
Tabled Papers:  Minutes of the College Council held on 27th January 2009; Responses to College Council Meeting – October 2008

Ayeman Khan took the Committee through the minutes of the College Council meetings held on 2nd December 2008 and 27th January 2009.

Concerns had been raised regarding the smokers outside the front of the College site but it was acknowledged that this was hard to control.  The Assistant Principal, Student Support, reported that he had been in contact with the local Primary Care Trust who would be providing leaflets about giving up smoking.  A course was also available and details had been circulated to students.  

The Committee noted that 79 students had taken up the offer of free Chlamydia testing.  This was totally anonymous and the results had shown 0% infection.  

The noise problem in corridors was raised and considered.  The students requested “Quiet Please” posters similar to the ones used when exams were in progress.  

The Duke of Edinburgh Scheme was not being run in College this year but students could access the scheme at the Robert Beard Centre in Hornchurch.

The Principal reported that instead of installing an ATM machine, the College was looking into using a cashless system linked with ID cards.  

The Assistant Principal, Student Support, asked students whether the response to issues raised at College Council should just go to tutor group representatives or to all students.  The Students AGREED that it should be sent to all students. 
 
The Committee RECEIVED the report.

	


	SC/09/05
	Student Focussed Issues arising from the Self-Assessment Report
Paper:  Student Focussed Issues arising from the Self-Assessment Report

The Assistant Principal, Student Support, highlighted some areas of concern arising from the Self-Assessment Report.  

Attendance – The Committee noted that student attendance had risen slightly over the previous 3 years.  The Assistant Principal reported that he would be asking College Council to consider further ways to improve.   

Liaison with Non-Partner Schools – The Students from non-partner schools reported that there was very little information provided by the schools about HSFC.  The Principal advised that the open day for non-partner schools was now held on a Saturday and that approximately 1500 students had attended.  Positive feedback had been received.  The Committee noted that approximately 200 out of Borough students would receive the offer of a place at the College.  

Parent Mail – The Committee noted that Parent Mail was being introduced for Lower 6th and one year students after half-term.  If it proved successful it would be extended to all students from September.  Parental access to attendance records and other reports was also considered.

The Committee RECEIVED the report.

	


	SC/09/06
	Review of the Statement of Commitment to Supporting Students
Paper:  Current Statement of Commitment for Supporting Students; Commitment to Supporting Students Report

The Assistant Principal, Student Support, reported that the document did not provide any information that was not already available to students.  The prospectus and handbook detailed in full the support available to students and the College’s commitment to providing such support.  Following discussion, it was AGREED that the Statement was no longer necessary.

Recommendation:  The Corporation should APPROVE the alternative methods of advising students of support available to them and as a result delete the Statement of Commitment to Supporting Students.
  
	





	SC/09/07
	Review of Terms of Reference 
Paper:  Student Committee Terms of Reference

The Clerk proposed that a new function be added to the existing terms of reference: “To be a forum for the exchange of views between members of the Student Council and Governors”.  

Recommendation: The Corporation should APPROVE the revised Terms of Reference of the Student Committee.

	





	SC/09/08
	Evaluation of Meeting
Paper:  Evaluation of Corporation Meetings

1.  In accordance with Instrument of Government 12 (2), was written notice of the meeting and a copy of the agenda sent to you at least seven clear days in advance of the meeting?						             YES    
2.  Were the agenda papers written with clarity? 	                                       YES
3.  Was sufficient time available for thorough debate?		             YES
4.  Was too much time spent debating a particular issue?		             NO
5.  Were you satisfied that the decisions arrived at were sound?	             YES
6.  Were you encouraged to express your views openly?		             YES
7.  Were the minutes and recommendations of the Committee clear?	YES		
No additional comments were made.
· Provide strategic direction for the development and operation of the College’s student related policies.	

The above function was discussed and fulfilled effectively.

	

	SC/09/09
	Date of Next Meeting
Wednesday 13th May 2009 at 4.30 pm. 

	



The meeting ended at 5.35 p.m.
                       Chair __________________________

Date _______________________

RMH/CLH 5th February 2009
