HAVERING SIXTH FORM COLLEGE

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE
STUDENT COMMITTEE
held on Monday, 24th November 2008 at 4.35 p.m.

Present:	Jacqui Clare, Keith Darvill, Rachel Green, Cedric Hendricks, 
Ayeman Khan, Brian Martin, Geoff Starns, Paul Wakeling   

Apologies:			None

In attendance:		Claire Griffin		Parent Governor 
Chloe Edmunds	Student
				Abena Ansah		Student
				John Davis		Assistant Principal, Student Support
Paul Nutter		Assistant Principal, Curriculum
				Cathy Horne		Assistant Clerk

In the Chair:			Cedric Hendricks

	SC/08/25
	The Chair welcomed Claire Griffin to her first meeting of the Student Committee as a Parent Governor.  He also welcomed Chloe Edmunds and Abena Ansah, both Lower 6th Students, to their first meeting.

	

	SC/08/26
	Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest.

	

	SC/08/27
	Minutes of the meeting held on 23rd June 2008
The minutes were approved.

	



	SC/08/28
	Matters Arising

There were no matters arising.
	



	SC/08/29
	Student Report: College Council
Paper:  Minutes of the College Council held on 13th October 2008
Tabled Paper:  College Council Meeting – October 2008

The Co-chairs reported that there had been discussion about induction which most students felt was too long at two days.  Some students had felt that the presentations were boring and they wanted to move around the College more.  The Assistant Principal, Student Support, reported that it was the first time a two day induction had been held and the intention was to keep the two days but to improve the activities.  Shortly after Christmas he would be meeting with students as well as the Assistant Principal, Teaching and Learning and External Relations to agree the activities for next year’s induction.

The issue of a prom or festival had been discussed and a Committee had been set up to meet with the Student Liaison Officer and finalise the event.

There were still issues over the College restaurant, particularly in relation to pricing.  The Deputy Principal would be arranging a Catering Committee to meet within the next two weeks.  

Finding space for group work had been raised as the library was now a quiet area.  The Principal reported that an area of the canteen had been set up for group work along with the upper atrium.  Both areas had Wi-Fi access.  Students commented that the canteen was too noisy and queried whether the rooms at the back of the library could be used.  The Assistant Principal, Student Support, AGREED to speak to Peter Darwent and report back to Students.   

Students asked for clarification on EMA.  They were advised that one late mark per week for period one was allowed.  The Assistant Principal, Student Support, reported that he was working with the EMA administrator on a protocol for staff to ensure consistent treatment of lateness.

The Assistant Principal, Student Support, reported that students would not be allowed into the Sports Hall without a member of staff to ensure adequate health and safety arrangements.   

The Committee RECEIVED the report.

	


	SC/08/30
	Feedback on Student Representatives attending course team meetings  

In response to the Chair’s question the four students present at the meeting commented that they were not aware of this initiative.  The Principal advised the Committee that only some departments (e.g. History and Law) had started to invite students to attend.  Following a meeting of Course Team Managers it was hoped that it would begin shortly in all Departments.  The Chair requested an update at the next meeting. 

The Committee RECEIVED the report.

	


	SC/08/31
	Student Induction Satisfaction Survey
Paper:  Student Induction Satisfaction Survey

The Assistant Principal reported that the results of the questionnaire showed that induction gave students a good chance to meet other new students and get to know the College.  They commented that staff were helpful.  Informal feedback from both staff and students was positive.  However, in light of the report from the Student Council, the Committee commented that with a response rate of 20% the results had limited validity.  The Committee suggested giving the questionnaire out with forms which had to be returned to try to increase the response rate.   The Committee supported the idea of involving students in the planning for next year’s induction. 

The Committee RECEIVED the report.
  
	





	SC/08/32
	End of Year Survey from 2008 Leavers 
Paper:  End of Year Survey from 2008 Leavers:  ALIS – Attitudes, Resources, Counselling, Aspirations and Extra-Curricular Activities

The Committee noted the increase in students intending to go on to higher education.  It was also noted that the library was now much quieter.  The Assistant Principal, Student Support, reported that he intended to share the information with students to try to obtain further feedback on the issues raised, particularly in relation to the Pastoral Care section which had shown a drop in satisfaction in all areas.  Members noted that the relevant comments from the survey would be brought to the next meeting as these were still being collated.

The Committee RECEIVED the report.
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	SC/08/33
	Annual Report on students with additional learning or personal support
Paper:  Annual Report on students with additional learning or personal support

The Assistant Principal, Student Support, reported a large increase in the number of students dealt with in the Care Zone.  The area was staffed by three female members of staff and the care facilities were excellent.  

Senior Tutors had developed targeted groups of students for monitoring purposes based on information received from school and at initial induction.  These students were monitored from a distance and approximately 70% came off review without any intervention or anyone knowing they were monitored.  Senior Tutors had reported an increase in the number of students dropping in for advice.

The Learning Zone was busy with 546 students having been recorded as seen by a member of staff in addition to those who called in or used the facilities.  The Committee noted that there was a capacity issue in the Learning Zone which was being monitored.

The Assistant Principal reported that the Counselling service had improved this year.  The AoC consultancy team had been concerned by the low take-up rate, particularly the number of students who saw the Counsellor once but did not return.  However since the visit to the College there had been a significant increase in subsequent visits.  There were two female Counsellors who offered 4 hours each.  

The Committee RECEIVED the report.

	





	SC/08/34
	Annual Report on any serious disciplinary cases involving students
Paper:  Annual Report on any serious disciplinary cases involving students

The Assistant Principal, Student Support, reported that, whilst the number of incidents remained consistent with previous years, there had been a dramatic reduction in the number of Review Panel cases.  However a disproportionate number of BME students were involved in the incidents and further investigation was required into the reasons for this.  He added that this issue would be raised at the Student Ethnicity and Diversity Group.  One member suggested exploring the geographic location of the students involved.

The Committee RECEIVED the report.

	






	5.42 pm Geoff Starns left the meeting.


	SC/08/35
	Green Transport Plan
Paper:  Green Transport Plan

In the absence of the Assistant Principal, New Build, the Principal reported that the College was seeking to encourage alternative forms of transport.  There was no longer any student parking on site.  Staff had been surveyed about their transport needs.  In response to questioning, the Principal confirmed that the criteria for staff parking had not yet been fully agreed and published.

The Committee RECEIVED the report. 

	

	SC/08/36
	Evaluation of Meeting
Paper:  Evaluation of Corporation Meetings

1.  In accordance with Instrument of Government 12 (2), was written notice of the meeting and a copy of the agenda sent to you at least seven clear days in advance of the meeting?						             YES    
2.  Were the agenda papers written with clarity? 	                                       YES
3.  Was sufficient time available for thorough debate?		             YES
4.  Was too much time spent debating a particular issue?		             NO
5.  Were you satisfied that the decisions arrived at were sound?	             YES
6.  Were you encouraged to express your views openly?		             YES
7.  Were the minutes and recommendations of the Committee clear?	YES		
No additional comments were made.
· Provide strategic direction for the development and operation of the College’s student related policies.	

The above function was discussed and fulfilled effectively.

	

	SC/08/37
	Date of Next Meeting
Wednesday 4th February 2009 at 4.30 pm. 

	



The meeting ended at 5.50 p.m.
                       Chair __________________________

Date _______________________

RMH/CLH 27th November 2008
